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CANGER-FHEE

Kevin Boge, 32, attributed his sporadic stomach pain to his cheeseburger-

and-fries lifestyle.

The pain wasn't always in the same place and fluctuated
in infensity. But one night, the pain was so bad he woke his
wife, Martha. A registered nurse, she put her foot down and
said it was time to call the doctor. Kevin also had occasional
night sweats and blood in his stool once.

Kevin didn't know who to call, since he hadn’t
established a medical home with a primary care provider. A
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followed by a CT scan of the abdomen and pelvis. After
consulting with the radiologist, Dr. Fox immediately sent Kevin
to meet with fellowship-frained oncologic surgeon, Vincent
Reid, MD, at Mercy’s Hall-Perrine Cancer Center.

“Kevin's symptoms, along with his (T results, indicated
he needed quick and efficient access to specialty care.
Navigating the healthcare system quickly was imperative,”
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healthy, carefree guy, Kevin says hed only been to the doctor
a time or two as an adult for minor illnesses. So, he called his
sister, Renee Casey, who works as a Patient Service Liaison
for Matthew Fox, MD, at MercyCare Marion. She got him in to
see Dr. Fox that week, on April 4, 2014.

Dr. Fox evaluated Kevin and then ordered an X-ray,
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says Dr. Fox. “When | called Dr. Reid, he said to send Kevin
over. That kind of communication between a specialist and o
primary care doctor is huge.”

Kevin says, “Dr. Fox was fantastic in how he was able to
kick off everything, right away!” It's a story of streamlined,
coordinated care right from the start.

15



Dr. Reid reviewed Kevin's CT scan with him. The news
wasn't good: there was a “concerning” growth on the lower
right bowel section, called the cecum. No one was saying
“cancer” yet, but Dr. Reid wanted Kevin o have a colonoscopy.
Pavan Chepyala, MD, with Gastroenterologists, PC, performed
the colonoscopy at Mercy. A tumor was identified in the cecum,
as shown on the (T.

That's when Dr. Reid told Kevin, “It's coming out!” Dr.
Reid removed a large mass that seemed to be attached to his
pelvic wall, along with 31 nodes from Kevin's colon.

“This was an extremely large mass in such a young
patient,” says Dr. Reid. “I was concerned for extension outside
of the colon, which would significantly impact his outcome.”

Martha’s previous nursing experience included oncology
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and she, along with Kevin and his family, was on pins and
needles as they waited several days for pathology results.

When the report came in, they learned Kevin had Stage
3 colon cancer. The tumor was malignant and cancer was found
in two of the 31 nodes. The news was devastating for the
young, active couple. But they took it in stride — the fight was
on!

The day of the diagnosis, Dr. Reid walked them down the
hall to meet medical oncologist Jasmine Nabi, MD.

“Dr. Nabi was very thorough, explaining the guidelines
and what the course of action would be. She said she couldn’t
offer promises, but that this was a curable disease,” says
Kevin. His treatment regimen included 12 chemotherapy
treatments (his last one was Oct. 22, 2014), every two weeks






