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Nancy Morris, PA, recently celebrated 35
years of  practice and was a local pioneer as the first
certified physician assistant in the Cedar Rapids area. 

The profession was so new that even other
medical professionals asked about her
background and training.  “I feel incredibly
blessed to have been introduced to this
profession right out of  college and be a trail-
blazer in this community,” says Morris, who has

been a part of  MercyCare Community
Physicians since 1995 and now
practices at MercyCare Marion. Her
supervising physician is Dr. Sharon
Bertroche. “PAs work in a
partnership relationship with
physicians. I enjoy that association to
provide the best possible patient care
we can,” she explains.
In addition to practicing at

MercyCare Marion, Morris formerly
served on the board and cares for
patients at His Hands Free
Medical Clinic, which provides
care to those in the Cedar
Rapids community without
medical insurance. She also
has served on the Iowa
Physician Assistant Society
Legislative subcommittee for
more than 25 years and
received the honor of  Iowa
Physician Assistant of  the
Year, awarded by the Iowa
Physician Assistant Society,
in September 2010.  
Morris says, “Originally I

planned to go into social work. But I had a
personal experience where I was called into
medicine by God. I had a degree in sociology
with concentration in social welfare and was
planning to get a master’s in social work. I was
aware of  the PA program, so I went back to
school to get some prerequisites I needed and
applied to the program.”

 She graduated in the fourth class of
physician assistants from the University of  Texas,
Galveston. 

Morris also has a passion for mentoring
young people interested in a career in healthcare.

“I’ve had students job shadow me, from high
school to college age. I’ve also had college
students do a rotation with me during PA
training,” she says. 

“I like the teaching part of  medicine, whether
in a clinical setting or with kids. I love medicine,”
she continues. “Every once in a while I wonder if
there is something else I’d like to do, and I can’t
come up with anything else. As a physician
assistant, I can have a positive impact on people’s
lives. I treat newborns when they come home
from the hospital and I think my oldest nursing
home patient is in her 90s.

“I have some families where I see several
generations as patients,” she says. “Medicine is
not only about biological science, it’s also a social
science. I enjoy treating the whole person. People
share a lot about their personal lives and I am
privileged to guide and direct them with a whole
person approach.”
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Nancy Morris, PA, volunteers each year at the Open Minds, Open Doors conference to help foster an interest in health science
careers in middle school girls.
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