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CT SCAN
Also known as a "CAT

scan," the CT scan is a

valuable diagnostic tool.

MRI (Magnetic
Resonance Imaging)
An extremely precise way

to look inside the body

without using X-rays.

PET (POSITRON
EMISSION
TOMOGRAPHY) SCAN
PET scans produce pictures

of metabolism which

cannot be obtained with

CT, MRI or conventional

X-ray.

ULTRASOUND
Ultrasound uses sound

waves to obtain a medical

image or picture of various

organs and tissues in the

body.

NUCLEAR MEDICINE
Using radioactive

materials, nuclear medicine

helps diagnose and treat a

wide variety of diseases

and disorders.

DIAGNOSTIC X-RAY
A medical procedure using

X-rays that helps identify

disease or injury inside the

human body.

MAMMOGRAPHY
An X-ray technique that's

used to create an image of

the breast.

The new Mercy
Health Plaza Imaging
Center, located at 5264
Council St. NE, increases
the accessibility and
convenience of imaging
services, including
X-rays, CT scans and
ultrasound exams.

Access to the Imaging Center is on the
northeast corner of Mercy Health Plaza, (the
corner closest to the Galaxy 16 Cine).

While invasive imaging procedures, like
CT biopsies, must still be conducted at Mercy
Medical Center, the Health Plaza location
allows individuals requiring non-invasive
imaging procedures to select the most
conveniently located site.

“The majority of our CT, ultrasound and
diagnostic X-ray procedures are outpatient, so
we wanted to open up another location to
make it more convenient. You can still go
downtown to Mercy Medical Center if you
want to or, especially, if you are having
multiple tests or procedures throughout the
hospital,” says Director of Radiology Services
Duane Dzingle. “But, for a single, one-stop
procedure, the Health Plaza Imaging Center
location is ideal.”

Another advantage to this site is that it is
not impacted by emergency procedures, which
the hospital, of course, must fit into regularly
scheduled appointments.

“The same RCI radiologists interpret our
Health Plaza images as those taken at the
hospital,” says Dzingle. “We send our images

over the fiber-optics network for the
radiologists to interpret. These images are
interpreted with same priority as in-house
patients and it allows the radiologist who
specializes in a particular area to be the one
to view the images.

Next- or same-day scheduling is available.
To schedule an imaging procedure, call
(319) 398-6868.
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The new Mercy Health Plaza Imaging Center provides the convenience of an
added location for X-rays, CT scans and ultrasound exams.
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As health-care costs
continue to rise, the need
for pricing transparency
in health-care services
is of increasing
importance for Iowans.

In response to increased consumer demand
for cost information, Mercy Medical Center is

committed to playing a leading role in
promoting health-care pricing
transparency.

A Web site offered by
the Iowa Hospital
Association (IHA)
provides free access
to an unprecedented
level of detail
about charges and
services at many
Iowa hospitals,
including Mercy.
Mercy

voluntarily
provides this

information as a service to health-care
consumers. Known as “Iowa Hospital
PricePoint,” the site allows users to easily
access charge information about inpatient
hospitalization.

Consumers may access the information
through the Mercy Medical Center Web site
at www.mercycare.org or through the IHA
Web site at www.ihaonline.org.

“Mercy Medical Center is proud to be part
of this initiative to help consumers make
informed decisions about their health-care
costs,” says Tim Charles, president & CEO,

Mercy Medical Center. “Mercy is committed
to voluntarily providing public information
and accountability.”

The PricePoint Web site displays the
four most recently reported quarters of data
from all Iowa hospitals, and includes
information about all inpatient
hospitalizations. PricePoint allows users to
compare hospital inpatient charge data for
up to four hospitals simultaneously. In
addition, users can compare inpatient
charges according to the severity of illness
within a particular service area.

The severity-of-illness feature is important
because, while hospitals may treat a similar
number of patients who have a particular
condition, those same patients may be very
different in terms of the severity of that
condition. Generally, patients with a higher
severity of illness will stay in the hospital
longer and incur higher charges.

In most cases, out-of-pocket hospital costs
for privately insured patients are determined
by their health insurance policies. However,
a growing number of Iowa residents are
being covered by what are known as
“consumer-directed health plans,” under
which the billed charge may factor into the
amount a patient would ultimately pay for a
specific procedure. Patients should contact
hospitals directly for the most accurate
estimate of actual costs for a given procedure.

While the site does not provide answers to
all questions about hospital services and
charges, it is a good place to start for
information to stimulate conversation with
health-care providers, employers and insurers.
The Web site will be enhanced over time to
improve the value for health-care consumers.

www.ihaonline.org

pricePOINT
Web site offers easy access to health-care costs


